“¥ remember when...”

A COMFPILATION OF MEMORIES FROM THE PEOPLE OF
MELEKSHAM AND SURROUNDING DISTRICT.
INCORPORATING MELKSHAM HOSPITAL FROM 1868-1991.
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quality and carry more British Standard kitemarks than any other manufacourer in the field. So
it's no wonder Osma continues o lead the way.
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INTRODUCTION

This book is a collation of memories from
the people of Melksham and the surrounding
Distriet to Melksham Hospital, as a tribute to
its achievements from 18681991, and all the
wonderful people - past and present - who in
some way have contributed to its present
SuCeRss,

Melksham Hospital is a purpose built 43 bed
Community Hospital situated in Spa Road and
wis opened by the Marquis of Hilﬂnun 27 July
1938, progressing from a modesi 4 bed
Cottage Hospital on a site on the South Side of
Lowbourne and was established as a hospital
that was intended to receive only those
patients who could not be treated in their own
home or be moved any distance.

Melksham Hospital has continued to expand
with the generous help and support of the
local community and surrounding Distriet,
League of Friends, Local Banks, Industries,
Traders, and Catering Groups — which still
exists today.

Melksham Hospital is today a Community
Hospital that proudly projects a constant
caring, happy [family atmosphere with a
dedicated staff that respectfully follow the
steadfast and expert guidance of the present
?ﬁ;ﬁmm Mrs Ruby Rosewarne, in post since

With very best wishes for ils continued
success,

MEMORIES AS
CONTRIBUTED BY
MEMBERS OF OUR

LOCAL COMMUNITY

Alma. Balaclava, Inkerman and all its
associations with Florence Nightingale were
still vivid in the minds of the townspeople of
Melksham when some ten years later in Lhe
high summer of 1868 — June 26 to be precise
— a public meeting was held in the Town Hall
“to consider the propriety of establishing a
Cottage Hospital at Melksham with the object
of affording immediate and efficient surgical
assistance to accidents and urgent cases of
disease occuring in the neighbourhood™,

There was no intention of competing with
the larger establishments in Balth ete but
merely Lo receive patients who could not
pmf:r]y be healed at their own home and
could not for any reason be moved any
distance. Subseriptions of £50.00 were
promised at the public meeting.

The Cottage Hospital was No. 4 Lowbourne
now the Newsagents owned by Mr D J
Pidgeon — formerly Bolwell — and provided a

8 bed ward for men on the first Noor and three
separate rooms for women on the second floor
with board room and stafl accommodation
below. The first patient was admitted in
November 1868, The record show that the
establishment was furnished at a cost of
£62.17Ts 5d and annual expenses were
estimated at £120.00 including the salary of an
ungqualified nurse,

The Hospital flourished and with the
passing of some 26 years the need for new
premises was soon apparent and due to the
generosity of the late Mr George White of
Whitley a new building now the site of
Melksham Labour Club was started in 1585
and opened shortly alterwards for the benefit
of the residents of the town and district.

Extensions and improvements were made
amongst which were:-

1908 a new and modern operating theatre

1913 a new upper floor to provide a better
accommodation for staff,

18921 an ex-army hut provided new male
ward accommodation alse a new
kitchen was added.

o e,

EX-ARMY HUT WAS A MENS WARD DURING
IB1= 1018 WAR

1922  two new wards provided and opened hy
the Lord Lieulenant the Earl of Radnor

1931 X-ray apparatus provided and skilled
massage facilities

The average numhber of cases treated for

the first few years was 30 hy the early 1930's

some 350 in-patients and 500 oul-patients were
treated.

Of course such treatment had te be paid for
but a Hospital Association enabled local
residents of the poorer classes to make small
annuzl contributions against the time when
they or their families might require
treatment.

Enormous wvoluntary help was given,
Carnival proceeds were donated to the
hospital, gifts of newspapers, comestibles ete
were also made. A Ladies Linen League
provided bed and table linen, The Harvest



BLUE CROSS

Nursing Homes have achieved and are maintaining

standards well above those required by law. These

standards are safeguarded by inspectors from the
Registered Nursing Home Association,

Blue Cross Nursing Homes offering a high standard of
care and comfort in luxurious surroundings. For short or
long stay periods.

(Goatacre House Nursing Home Telephone:
(oatacr Lane, Goaacre, Wilstie ST 04 0249 76464/454/463

e

Dunstan House Nursing Home Telephone:
Lkl Rood, Cane, Wikshie 111906 0249 816928/812537

‘BLUE CROSS’

THE SIGN OF
A BETTER
NURSING HOME




Festival Gifts at schools also went to the
hospital.

In conjunction with the hospital smal
mention might here be made that as early as
1905 the need for a District Nurse was
maintained right up until 1948 when the
Mational Health Servies took over this duty.

In 1934 o magnificent legacy from the late
Mrs Ludlow Bruges provided some £200,000
fout of which an ambulance was booght
immediately) for the establishment of the
present building in Spa Road — by far one of
the most up-to-dale hospitals for a town of this
size in the general area and this was officially
opened by Lhe Marquis of Bath K G Chairman
of the Wiltshire County Council, on 27 July
1938 and whilst the organisation and control of
hospitals has vastly changed by the present
day it is certain that this short history will
emphasise thal progress in Melksham has
been particularly rapid in 108 years of care
and attention to the sick,

The old hospital not having been disposed
by 1939 was re-opened as a maternity hospital
under the war Ume powers of the Wiltshire
County Couneil and many children of
expectant mothers evacuated [rom London as
well as loeal residents who were born here,
Since the war it has been used as an
educational centre and of course latterly as
the Labour Club. The meagre beginnings of
which we are reminded in no way lessons the
gratuities which must have been felt then and
is still felt today by patients and relatives
alike for the care by the successors of that
first “unqualified Nurse”,

Some further facts which have come to light

in research:

1868 First Medical Office Dr Jasper Rumboll
King. First Matron Miss Cox

1878 Dr Ingram Keir joined staff

1885 Dr C F Rumboll nephew of the first
Medieal Officer joined staff

1882 Mr C M Maggs appointed Secretary

1907 Factories started Yed f(less than Yep
today) per week subseription.

Contributions from Avon Rubber
Company brought in £8.2s. 1%:d and

Contributions from Stratton Son &
Mead Lid 5s.2d.

1910 The first earnival held in aid of the
hospital

15 Mr Maggs lon active service) resigned
as secrelary after 22 years and Mr E J
Lew was appointed,
Egg Sunday for the first time brought
in gilts of 894 eggs

1914- 1918
War — A large number of wounded
soldiers ineluding Australian and New
Zealanders were treated.

1919 Dr Leigh joined Medical Stafl

1932 Mr E J Lee resigned and Mr G Davis
appointed Secretary.

Contributed by

Mr Peter Brown
Considered Local Historian

MATRONS
1868 Miss Cox
1869  Miss Tayloy - Matron for approximately
17 vears

1891 Miss Varden
1895 Miss F E Driver
1908 Miss Saunder - Charge Nurse
1909 Miss L. Way - approximately 4 years
1918 Miss A M Beavan — approximately 14
yeurs
1933 Miss D Jones - approximately 5 years
19487 Miss Tranter
1962 Miss McKay - 12 years
1974 Mrs Rosewarne - Contlinuing
Sr Wilshire - 1st Male Ward Sister at

Melksham Hospital in 1938 evenlually
married Dr Keir in 1946,

When 1 first came o Melksham we had a
cinema and Saturday Mornings children used
to go there, also grown ups used it in the
evenings, That elosed, then the railway, which
some of us used Lo go Lo work, caused big
losses Lo Lhe Lown, Later on [ asked Burrett &
Wells, a coach company, if 1 gol people
together eould we have coach weekends, so 1



* RADIO CONTROLLED *
Agents for Bodmans Coaches

JOHNSON

REMOVALS &
COMTAIMERISED STORAGE
* Very Competitive Rates &
* Free Estimates %

* Any Distonce ¥
MELKSHAM 704216

T. GREEN METALS

Scrap Metal Merchants
Best Prices Given
We buy Commercial Vebiclhes, Bross, Copper, Lead, Serap
Irom ard all Nen-ferrous Melals.
Also reliable skip container serviee, factory clearance,
Prompt eash payment, please ring us anylime
The Willows, Bristol Road, Allinglon, Chippenham

Tek: Chippenham (9245) 652511

CASCADE DRINKS
LIMITED

Merlin Way, Bowerhill Trading Estate,

Melksham, Wilts.

Telephone: Melksham TORR42
or T04734

Suppliers of Minerals, Beers,

Cider and Mole's Bitter il

The Chartered Society
of Physiotherapy

Melksham Physiotherapy Clinic
Mrs S.E. Jones, M.C.5.P,, S.R.P.
(s |

29 Sandridge Road < o l
T04584 nu A

STONE
SUPPLIES
SOUTHERN LTD

ARE PLEASED TO BE ASSOCIATED
WITH MELKSHAM HOSPITAL

Jo &. K. TAXIS

SPECIAL PRICE AIRPORT RETURNS
PUBS « CLUBS

Office and waiting room at the
Bear Hotel Car Park
I4 Seater mini bus now available

Tel: 706736

VIC & HELEN HOLDEN
ARE PLEASED TO BE
ASSOCIATED WITH

MELKSHAM HOSPITAL AND
WISH THEM CONTINUED
SUCCESS FORE THE NEXT 12
MONTHS

% Ormond Lodge
. Nursing Home
-.Iq A Total Concept in Mursing Care
b

Are pleased to be associated with .
Melksham Hospital

O

5 Weston Road, Bath, Avon (0225) 42126550

ww REGENECY
e HOTEL

Comfortable and attractive family hotel
with full a la carte restaurant

10/12 Spo Road, Melksham SNI2 7NS
0225 702971/705772

Al & RAC

ROYS TAXIS

LU Bs CONTRACTS
PARUCELS
IHETAMCE
SO OBRJECT

I'L'Bs L. -
ARPORTS
| & 6 SEATEHRS

MELKSHAM: 705195

MORTIMERS CAFE SHOP
Found Inside Mortimers Fruitshop

Meals — All Day
Coffee — Tea
Everybody Welcome

29-33 Avon Place, Melksham




started with speedway to Bristol and
Swindon. The knocks eame on the door at
home and at work asking if I eould get a coach
to hear the stars at the Colston Hall or at the
Hippadrome, also weekends at Blackpool,
mostly 2 coaches for that.

Some who used to come on the trips found
partners and some got married, I was invited
to 2 or 3 of the weddings which [ went to, one
is a home carer now, [t made a happy time for
one and all, Blackpool was the main outing for
the lights,

Contributed by

Mrs Annie Pugh,

Presently a Day-Care patient at Melksham
Hospital

As a boy [ attended St Michael's School and
I used to walk down Church Walk to Melksham
Hospital — which was then on the site of the
Lahour Club — to have my lunch, My
mother worked at the hospital at the time asa
domestic bul changed roles and wniform at
lunch time to help serve to the patients I
continued to do this even when the hospital
moved Lo its present site in Spa Road right up
to the time when [ joined the Armed Forees to
go to war in 1945,

During the war I slept at the hospital in fact
I slept at the hospital more often than T did at
home. I remember Matron Jones and Casualty
Sister, Sr Salter, and Matron Beaven who
eventually moved into a flat in a Spa House
which was inbetween the reading rooms (now
Orchard Estate Agents) and two hig private
houses which have since been demolished.,

The Spa shop used to be a bank ealled
Capital and Counties Bank with a big Cedar
tree in the vicinity., The Distriet Nurses
quarters were in the same vicinity and 2
nurses lived there one wore a brown uniform
and one wore blue, Pidgeons Card Shop was
the first hospital in Melksham and next to it
was Manning the Drapers and a hardware
shop,

At Christmas I used to go to the big Cedar
Tree in the childrens ward and Father
Christmas would give us all a present. Miss
Boston was the Physiotherapist then and she
used to take the domestic stafl on a pienic
every year and [ used to go with them I always
looked forward to these outings, they were
good days and Melksham Hospital was my
second home and somehow you always had the
feeling that you helonged there even today as
a regular out-patient of the hospital there is
still that sense of belonging and family unity, 1
suppose this is because Melksham Hospital
belongs Lo the people and the people care
about their hospital.

Contributed by
Mr Godsall.

LR

IVAN GODSALL WITH HOSPITAL CAT OUTSIDE
HOSPITAL (8PA ROADY

ARTICLES
REPRODUCED FROM
1876 — 1877

The Melksham Cobtage Hoapital is eatablished mainly on

the Cottage Hespital system originated by Mz, Narrex in
1859,

1. A small nombor of bods 8o that the weork of & hospital
may be carricd on in & Cottage like that of o poor man, and
with & single nurso,

2. Equality of privilege to subseribers in recommending
paticots, the patient paying s weekly sum sceording to his
means townnds his maintenanes,

3. The Coltape Hospital is open to all Modical men in the
eeighboarbood who cheose to make ueo of it

The Melkeham Cotfape Hospital is s emsll heuse, Gtted up
with tho nectasary beds, baths, and sppliances for the treat-
ment of discase and surgical injuries.

It is intended for the benefit of the lnbouring classes and
small tradeamon who nre unable to obitain in theic own houses
the diet, ventilation, and norsing which woull bo comlucive
to their speedy recovery from illoess,



SCALE OF DIET.

—
MILK. i HALF. | EXTIRE.
Bread 14 o2 | Meal 8 o2 l Meat 12 0z
Rice 3 o Bresd 16 o2 Bread 16 02
Milk 3 piats Potatom § oz Potalocs 16 oz
Bagar 1 oo Basley 1§ o2 Barley 1§ oz
Balt § oz Balt § ox.
Tea } oa. Tea | oz
Bugnr 1} oz. Bupar 1§ ox.
Milk 6 oz, Milk 6 oz,
Yegotablos 4 oz, Vegetables 4 ex,
Butter | oz Butter 1 oz,
Flour § oc. Flour } ez

Anything harther to bo specially anderel by the Medical
Oficer, aad termed as extm.

Fisl of Preseninlions lo lho @olinge Fospilal

e B e LB Wt

ENRBA, o o i e 0 e b nae ‘Wirren Hewz Lows, Esq.
[ 11 S e ] L S e Miss H. Tarnor.
Lomdon Papem ;occvvcisnnnrsas I:m Fowiex, Elm Greee.
Serap Book . covvvvrrnrmrsnrrsrrrnrras Mamez Grawmir.
Serap Book ooviccvscsssnrsinmnrinnnas Mrs. Binwwrir.
A Ganden Seall.....oonncvnnnns soesuw, E L Bansrwwe,
Crutches, Leg Ret, &2, ...... Mus Winamwsow, Breuphion.

British Workman Papers, 2. ....ccveee. Mim Fowran,
ﬁd:u-. Fapers, Bod GQuilt, and Ol Lizen....Max Lores,
R m i e Ruv. Feosespany F. Wanss,

Pictures, Texta, &e. . T T T T
LRI oo viimsn A R A AR T M Heemes.
Elastio Btockings and Cratebes ,....... Apurmal Meowraoe,
A Rospiraler ouvvvovsreecrsronses Wannan Locxe, Beg,
The Weekly Melkaham Timen, . o5s 00000 ME, Neaworrur,
Papers .....e verssnarninaravaranenssses MEL Kewmier,
Nightingale Jackit ...oovevsesasneses Mim B Wasas,

BYE-LAWS.

1. The patisnis are to ohoy the orders of the Mstron
scting under the instructions of the Medical Oficer.

2. Patients arw nol o leave the Hospital withoat an order
from the Medical Ofcer undar whos care they are.

3. Hours of sdmission for visitors or friends of patieats,
from Two ustil Foar o'clock en Bundays and Thordays.

4. No Pood or Liquer s 1o be broaght into the Hospital
cxorpt wach ae b orderod by the Modical Officer.

5. Palients cannel be sdmittod without prodecing a card
signod by & subseriber, who will be respomsble that the
requisite payments aro made.

6. No patient shall remain on the Books more than One
Month witheutl o fresh recemmendation, when the Honorary
Beerctary shall call & comsultation of the whole of the
Medical Officors to decide and roport for the information
of the Commilbee as to the denirbility of his detention or

removal,

7. Palicnts who offond against amy of the Rules of the
Homse or behave themaclves brregularly or indecently, shall bo
expelled, and shall mot be re-admitied withoot sa cxpress
ender from the Commitice,

__.J

EPITOME OF CASES TREATED.
- P Lt Ovisher, 1676, s 308k Baplomber, 1877.

Bl 8,  Cuses 30, Medical 15, Burgiosl 11.
Bawvir~—0ured ...ovsnnnrsnrrriresassasnass 1
In R

Avarage tiss of Coses wnder frostment, 39} doyr.
Tor, | Cssm | Dapn | Expesditers m
1869 0 19 | MT16 0| 418 8
1870 n E 155 611 | s13 11
17 5 £ MWi1e 7| si13 7
w72 0 n 01 1 | a0
1873 n 2 | 7T 5| 5109
1874 20 g5 | 14T 15 2| 518 @
1875 an g6 | 13819 9 418 0
1876 ] 20 | 159 1 & 5 27
1877 20 mnj 1% % 3 5 0 4

THOMAS MATRAVERS,
Hemerary Secretery.




NELESHAM UXION.
hul.—-,!m'm
26tk October, 1870,

Copy of Resslutions unanimously adopted this day with roferemee
fo the adwision of Pauper Patienis snis rither of the
Coltags Hoapitals ot Troarbridps and Moliakam.

1. MHWWHHHMMIM
of emerpency exeepled) ueless the consent of the Boand of
Management be firet obtained,

2. That on the admisdion of o Pauper Putient ints the
Hoepital, the Medical Oficor do give netice theresd te the
Relieving Ofor of the District, whe will repert such
Hﬂhhlﬂdiﬂmlﬂ&duﬂ

L8 mmuuﬂdm,amm
in received into the Hospital, the Doard of Management shall
be at liberty to romave tho Patisnt to the Union Workhouse,
ot the expenss of this Board, if considersd desinabls nnid sfo
to do so by two Maedical Gestlemen,

4. That the sum of fve ahillings weekly be allowed by
the Board towsnls the srpport of sach Pauper Patient roeived
ut the Hospital, under the foregoing rules.

Esirast frem * Hixoy Boox or Corrass Howrmrais,
By HORACE SWETE
Mosmin Corriow Homrrras Establishod 1555, § Mds,
“ Thia is ™ modal ; open to ull
';WH-QH Crmnlegh open
“Thy Fumi 205 178, 8., the Asnsal furn belag
10, 1k of which the Fationts have paid £13 Do 44

“ Thirty wore rocsived.  From ihe nature of Uhe case subersd
wﬁ.mdmm Moopltal b svilently tom mat

Moo of the Awmual the  Maliakem
.lpulz-m-lh-u- -/ [Try—
Prescot—The Rov. Prebendary F. Warrs, Ber. F. Slater,
Raov, B. M. Hobeon, Admiral Sir Charles Shadwell, .01,
Meomars. J. w.;m.a.am,n.n.rmn.m
A, Cochrane, G. J. Perry, and T. Matravers.

The Rev, Prebeodary F. Warrs, in the Chair,

Vo Mimts.—Remlved that the Eighth Ansusl Report be
printed and distributed among the Bubseribers,

Ind Mimels—Mr, Gore propossd, Admiml Bir Charlon
Bhadwell seconded, that the opinion of the Mesting in that
it would sot be advisable to add & Disprnsary to the proseat
Coltage Hospital; but in saying o they do mot intend to
express any opinion adverss to Disgensarios in general.

drd Minuts.—The Vicar proposed and Mr. Awiry seconded
that a voto of thanks bo tendered to the Modical Gentlemen
und the Hon. Becretary for their valuabln servioes

#th Minute. —Sir Charles Shadwell proposed and Mr. Awdry
scconded that o vete of thasks be tendersd o the Clergymen
and Ministers of all demominations who have preacked Sermons
on behalf of the Institution, saed to the Ladics who have
kindly presented articles,

Gth  Minste~S8ir Charles Shadwell proposed and Mr.
Coshirune seconded that & vote of thanks be tendered to the
Vicar for his scrvices in presiding at the mecting.

Sigmad,
FRANCIS WARRE, Chairmiom.

AL g
SWgET

The Trewsweer i Jecomnt ity fhe Melhshum Cottuge Hospital,
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To balance from last year o0 4o 2a o 19 % 0
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—
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1518 7
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THOMAS MATRAVERS, Hon. See.



| .

Jhist of Patients frented in e @olkelum Guitage Bospital,

From 1sf OCTOBER, 1878, & 30¢A SEPTEMBER, 1877,

B

‘ No. | Box. |*Agn Admitted, Injury or Diseasa, Discharged. Results. ;E;
1 F. 48 | 24th Oct. 1876| Congestion of Lungs..........| 19th Dec. 1876 Relieved .,| 57
2 | M. | 12 | 1st November | Injury to Enee ..............| 19th Decembr.| Cured ..,.| 49
3 | F. | 18 | 4th November | Compound Fracture of Finger, .| 1st December | Cured .,..| 28
4 F. 149 | 28th November| Ulcerated Throat . ..vvvees.| Sth December | Cured ,,..| 8
5 | M. | 24 | 4th December | Hydrocele Operation . ...... .| 23rd Decembr.| Cored ... 4 20 |
6 | F. | 18 |Ist Jan 1877 | Epilepeyauusesesuosoneass s | 20th Jan, 1877| Relioved .| 28
T | M. | 17 |18t January.. Hemoptysis ”-...H.:.....h 20th January | Relieved ,.| 28
& | F. | &0 | 3rd January..| Debility ...ocvnveaniisians..| Tth March .| Bolieved ..| 64
9 | F 7 | 5th January..| Abscessts ....evsoeiesessss.| 2nd Fobrary | Relieved .| 29
10 M. 12 | 15th January | Wound .....0cecveeee vassss| 12th March , .| Relieved ,.| 57
11 | M, | 54 |23rd January | Amputation of Finger «..e....| Tth March .| Cured ....| 44
12 | F. | 65 |2od April. ., .| Bunstroke .uwessvssonsaes. | 80th April .| Relieved .,| 28
13 F. | 20 |10th April ..| Ueeration of Throat..... wvnes] 17th April .. Cured ...} 7 i
‘ 14 | F. | 3¢ [13th April .. Bursitis .evurvnriirrinssssss] 27th May....| Cured ....| 45
15 F. | 25 |16th April ..  Ancemin...vvvuurneinnsas...| 14th Moy, ... Relieved ..| 29 |
18 M. 19 |15th Jume ..|Comtusiom ....seessnsncnsnes 13th July.... Cured .... 28
17 | M. ! 82 |18th June ..|Epitheliomn of Lip—Operation | 2nd July ....| Cured ....| 14
18 F. | 31 [18thJune ..|Debility .ovvvvannnnesasanes| SrdJuly .., .| Died . 16
19 M. | 33 |24th August | Bheumatic Inflammation of th ¥ 18
¢ Pght Knes covurrcnnnnnss
20 ML 30 | 26th August | Rheumatism ..ovvivinriinans 3rd Beptember Cured ....; 9
I 21 | M. | 27 |29th August | Fracture of the Patelln ,...., a3
ga | M. | 22 |30th August | Uleornted Legf wuviversiiaanns a2
| 23 | M. | 24 |Bth September| Incipient Fhihisis . ...,.......| 6th October, . Relieved..| 29
24 .| M. | 43 |10th Beptembr Carbunele ......0ovv00eunss..| 29th Beptembn Cured ....| 20
25 M. | 46 | 12th Septembr| Intra Cranial Diseast .ovuuus 19
a5 F. | 18 |26th Septembr| Acute Rhenmatism .......... &

763



BALANCE SHEET
1868 §84-18s-10d
1988 Prices £2577-43p
1900  £218-10s-0%:d
1988 Prices £8885.92p

1918 £726-11s-10d
1988 Prices £12.682.44p

Budget for 1988
668 838
Balance Sheels converted Lo 1988 prices on
the Centenery of Melksham Hospital.

LETTER OF SYMPATHY TO MRS
MANNINGS, MEMBER OF STAFF
- FROM MATRON TRANTER 1958
Mrs Mannings then came under
West Wilts Hospitals Committee
not BDHA,

Dear Mrs Mannings

I would like to express my sincere
sympathy with you and your family in your
sad loss. My thoughts go out to you at this
time,

It will be in order if vou wish to return on
Wednesday next March 26th.

oo -
}.E'M‘ M Ihoader

Contributed by

Mrs Betty Hibberd

2nd Heceptionist at Melksham Hospital on its
present site - the lirst Receptionist went on to
become & nurse,

1 was 14 years old when [ started work at
Melksham Hospital - on its present site - | was
the Znd Receptionist. 1 had a uniform which
consisted of a green Lopstiched overall, black
stockings and black shoes, My hours were
E.N-hi.mlpm 5 days a week | earned 12/6d a
WEeK.

1 remember one particular incident when 1
had just returned to work after being on
Annual Leave, I had got something in my eye
— Dr Campbell was working at the hospital
then - anyway, he removed the foreign body in
my eye and put a big pad on it - my eye that is
not the foreign body - and sent me back to
waork, as [ approached the Reception area, the
Qut-Patients bell was ringing and there was
no-one else around I answered the door
mysell, there in the dosrway stood a large
man! he had cut his finger and was holding it
up in the air, he had some sort of bandage

wrapped around it, we just stood and stared at
each other for o few seconds then suddenly
burst out loughing, we eould both see the
funny side of the situation, me with a patch
over one eye and him with a bandage on his
finger, unfortunately Matron came along just
at that point and I'm afraid she did not think it
was very funny at all and I gol a ticking off for
laughing at a patient - things were so strict
and serious in those days.

One day someone brought in some White
Lillies and asked me if | could take them down
to the women's ward, | was hall way to the
ward with them when Matron - Miss Jones,
stopped me and sternly told me that White
Lillies were ‘NEVER to be taken into the
wards' and [ was to go and put them in the
Maortuary and I certainly had no desire to go in
there now, but in those days you did what you
were told whether you liked it or not so |
nervously started to make my way towards
the Mortuary walking as slowly as I could, T
could feel mysell gradually getting paler as 1
gol nearer to the Mortuary by the time
reached the door | was as white as the Lillies
in my hands, as 1 stood by the door willing
myself to open it, Mr Edwards, the gardener,
saw me and eame across to me, I'll always
remember his kindness to me on that day, he
calmed me down, assured me that there was
nothing to be afraid of and actually came into
the Mortuary with me, even then [ put the
Lillies down as quickly as I could and gol out
of there as fast as my legs would take me.

There was another oceasion that stands out
in my memory, The Iee Cream Van used to
stop oulside the hospital on his daily rounds
and this particular day 1 was listening to the
sound of his familiar bell, 8r Salter - who had a
rather forbidding appearance - approached me
and said ‘Miss Lewis’, ‘run out and buy three
ice creams’, | eouldn't believe my cars, I never
envisaged her as the sort of person that would
buy an ice eream, [ went to buy the ice creams
and when I returned she said ‘now here's one
for you', ‘now I'm going up to the Matron's flat
you go and hide yoursell behind Out-Patients
and don't let anyone see vou eating it After
that 1 had a totally different opinion of Sr
Salter.

Life was very strict and disciplined in those
days but somehow you always felt very secure
within that diseipline.

aew

Contributed by

Mrs Keir

Wile of Dr Ivan Keir and formerly Sr Wilshire
who was the I1st Male Ward Sister at
Melksham Hospital from 1938-1946,

The Hospital open in July 1938 with Matron
and four Nursing Sisters, two Stafl Nurses
and vight SEN's,



A Night Sister — with two Nurses

Male Ward Sister (combined post
Theatre)

Women's Ward Sister (combined with the
Children’s Ward)

Ouipatients and X-Ray Sister Combined

A Stall Nurse and two Sisters lo each ward
and one Nurse to help in OPD.

At the end of twelve months the Staff
Murses left 1o get married and as broke out
could not be released. Alterations were then
made,

An Assistant Matron and Sister Tutor
combined post were appointed. Male Ward
Sister then became Relief Theatre Sister and
the appointment of a Children’s Ward Sister
who was also responsible for the Theatre.
There were quite a few changes as the
hospital became a part time training school.

Two Years in Melksham and a further two
years at the Bristol Royal Infirmary or two
years at the Salisbury Infirmary.

A Theatre Sister appointed with Male
Sister doing relief Theatre duties as well as
surgeons [rom [ath had Theatre lists three
times a week, local Doctors deing mostly their
own emergencics,

Extra Nurses taken on for training. Sister
gol a week-end off a month, Nurses a day a
month and all had a % day a week and two
hours daily.

Night Sister had three nights off a monih,
when a Ward Sister had to take on her duties
— wsually in relays. Night Nurses had two
nights a month off.

House Committee of local village ladies toak
place monthly in the Board Room with the
Matron, followed by inspections of Wards,
Kitehins and Nurses Homes.

Patients were all visitied and enquiries
made as to whether they had any complaints
ele, A medical meeting with local people was
also held monthly regarding costs, in-patients,
operations and length of stay of patients,
deaths ete. Eventually Theatre and OPD
became Sisters combined post: The Out-
patients Sister doing the Children's and
X-rays.

VAD Nurses came in to help very ofien
daily as Training Stall moved on 50 there was
quite n constant change of ward stalf,

I remember one particular incident when
there was an Air Force tragedy where a
vehiele had eareered into a group of Airmen
on site and seriously injured 13 men, We had
to carry out our Major Accident Procedure
and we had to admit all 13 men, [ was on duty
at the time and I had to call out every
availahle Nurse and Doctor. The Doctors had
to call oul surgeons from the Roval United
Hospital in Rath. Eventually arrangemenis

with

were made for these patients to be
transferred to RAF Wroughton, but it was an
incident I shall never forget.

In 1946 1 left Melksham Hospital to get
married and became Mrs Ivan Keir.

HOSPITAL SURVEY —
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
HOSPITAL SERVICES
IN SOUTH WEST AREA
1945

Melksham Hospital was built in 19378 on a
site of 2% acres of which 2 acres are available
for expansion. The new Hospital was the gift
of a benefactress and rep a Hospital
founded in 1868. The whole 18 well planned and
expensively furnished and eguipped. The
Operating Theatres major and minor are
good. Two wards of 12 beds each, one of 8 beds
and & for private patients comprise the in-
patient aceommodation, The gquestionnaire
returned to the Nulfield Trust mentions a
eompliment of 44,

Sanitary annexes are good and each main
Ward has its own Ward kitchens, clothes room
linen and duty room. A mobile x-ray has been
provided. The 0.I.P. Department is small but
probably adequate and includes rooms for the
treatment of casualties and dental cases. The
kitchens are excellent. The Ol Hospital is
being used as an emergency Maternity Home
in the Governmenl Evacuation Scheme and
the Committee hope that in due course the
premises will beeome the Maternity Home for
local cases, The medical stafl consists of &
General Practitioners who are assisted by
Specialists from Bath, 2 General Surgeons,
Gynaecologist and General Physician. All
these Specialists are on call.
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FROM MY WINDOWS

I have just arrived in Port Stanley, Falkland
Islands; now, being the end of Seplember
1991. Though Spring is nol far away, the
weather is still very Wintry indeed. My six
months stay will be spent in a mobile home,
from which I have magnificent views,

A pair of Upland geese glide past leisurely
seeking a landing site whilst a number of
erimson breasted Military Starlings pereh on
the windbreak fence and sing wildly to attract
mates and proclaim their territories,

As [ gaze from the West Window, | ean see
Mount Tumbledown, Two Sisters and
Wireless Ridge, made famous during the 1982
confliet with Argentina. Looking from the
North window, on the hillside across the
Harbour is inseribed the names of four ships
— Beagle, Baracouta, Protector and
Endurance. “Heagle” and “Baracouta” eruised
around the Islands keeping law and order
during the 1880's. H.M 5. “Proteclor™ was a
targel-lowing vessel which was converted to
an Antarctic lee-Patrol ship, but was replaced
in 1968 by ILM.5. "Endurance”. Endurance
wag due to be withdrawn in the 1980's but
during the 1982 conflict played an important
role in the retaking of South Georgia.
However, she has just been withdrawn due to
hull-weakness and will be replaced at the end
of the year by a chartered Norwegian vessel
“Polar Circle” to continue palrolling the
Antarctic, South Georgia and the Falklands,
On the hill above Gypsy Cove stands an old
Naval gun — a remnant of the second World
War. -,

There are several wrecks visible in the
Harbour, The “Charles Cooper™ (a North
Atlantie packet shipl; “Egeria” (0 bargue
cunl-uinin*; eoment which sprung a leak!h the
“Thellum™ (which had trouble rounding Cape
Horn when overloaded) and the “Lady
Elizabeth” in W halebone Cove.

When the sea is rough, the white horses
could well be a million swimmers each
erealing their own elfervescente in a race to
reach the end of the Harbour. Two mountains
dominate to the North, Mount Lowe and
Twelve o elock Mountain. Quite often, a mist
rolls on [rom these mountains and thence
across the Harbour. A ship is moored just
across the Harbour through the Narrows (Lhe
entranee formed by Two Points, Navy Point
and Engineer Point),-and their launch is
producing an enormous bow-wave as it culs
aeross Lo the “lloating-dock™. When ships are
moored at this dock, at night, the area is a
mass of fairy-lights — sprinkled with green,
red and orange, The effect is doubled with
their reflections in the mildly agitated waters.
The serene spectacle is interupted only by
gulls swooping around in the upper limits of
the glow, Al a distance they appear as slowly

moving orange sparks ecaught in the
turbulence of a fire. Indeed, the Harbour is
alight!

I shall continue looking through the
windows for the large ice-burg which is
currently foating from the Antarctic towards
us; but at present, visibility is severly limited
by a snowstorm and [ ean only see the
washing-line!

Contributed by
Angela Baber,
Falkland Islands, Sept 1991,
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One of my most vivid recollections of
Melksham Hospital was when | was a patient
during the 50's. | was admitted on 12 Dec fora
minor operation, [ took rather a long time Lo
come out of the anaesthelic but when 1
eventually did starl Lo come round [ could
hear the choir singing — this was the
customary annual Carol Serviee for the
patients — hut as 1 was still in a bit of a haze 1
began Lo think that 1 was in heaven, well what
else ecould I think, there 1 was half way
between reality and dreamland and this very
heavenly sound drifting in from somewhere
out of the blue or 50 il seemed to me at the
Lime.

Another of my memories connected with
the hospital is when [ saw an advertisement in
the Wilishire Times asking for volunteers for
the Red Cross to help run a weekly nursery
clinic, and | became involved in one of the first
groups to help District Nurses to weigh and
register babies just afler the last war, Alice
Smith was in charge at that time and the
Clinic was rumn in the building which is now the
Spar Shop.

Contributed hy
Mrs Hill

I was born in Sandy Lane, Nr Chippenham,
but Melksham was never far out of our minds
because we could always smell the rubber
burning from the Avon Rubber Co. During the
1914 war my father was in the Armed Forces
and 1 was at home looking alter my mother, I
remember an incident towards the end of the
war when my mother and 1 caught the flu
virus in Lthe first epidemie of flu, | was actually
recovering from the virus — 1 remember it
was a beautiful day and | was sat out in the
garden — suddenly the Melksham hooters
began to sound to announce the end of the
war, I ran inside to tell my mother that |
thought the war had ended, she was so excited
she put her cardigan on and ran down to the
village church to ring the bell to spread the
good news to the villages,



After the war my mother used to hire a
pony and trap during the summer holidays to
take us to Devizes Market it was our special
treat and [ used to look forward to it, but when
we got to Dunkirk Hill we had to get out and
walk because Lhe poor old horse couldn’t take
the load so we had to let him have a drink
before we continued to walk the rest of the
way up the hill.

We eventoally moved to Whitley and [ lived
there for 40 years before moving into
Melksham. Melksham Hospital was on the site
of the Labour Club then we were soon to
discover what a wonderful little hospital is
was and indeed still is, unfortunately my
mother became very ill and was admitted
there where she eventually died but the care
and attention she received while she was a
patient left o lnsting and affectionate memory
of caring and kindness that is still evident
today as 1 mysell have had oceasion lo
experience.,

Contributed by
Mrs Willinms

I remember Melksham Hospital when it was
on the site of the Labour Club and Sister
Beaven was there then and when Melksham
Hospital was built on its present site my
husband and | were involved in the group of
people who started the buy a brick scheme we
were very proud to be part of the team that
were helping Lo establish our new upto-date
hospital, At that time most of the fund raising
earried out by the various organisations in the
town concentrated on the hospital and the
people would regularly donate such items as
food, newspapers, ete, Sr Washbourne was the
Sister Tutor then and Miss Jones was Lhe
Matron, I remember Mrs Rosewarne, present
Matron, as a Sister,

I was born in Broughton Gifford and moved
to Melksham when [ got married in 1934, we
had a Ladies and Genls outfitters which is
now Hodges and we also ran Childrens and
babies shop which is now owned by Mr
Compel, Chemist.

1 have been a patient in Melksham Hospital
several limes and have always received
wonderful treatment from the stall who were
always very [riendly and attentive, but I think
my most pleasant memaories of Melksham
Hospital are of when the nurses used Lo live in
and the Christmas party which was held
regularly every year which we used to attend
and thoroughly enjoy. We are so lucky to have
such a lovely Community Hospital with such
kind and dedicated staff. I sineerely hope that
Melksham Hospital will continue to flourish
and grow.

When I answered my telephone one dav a
voice asked me il I would contribute
something for inelusion in a book about
Melksham and round about. I replied that I
supposed | eould write since [ had worked at
‘Spencers’ for twenly nine yvears and it came
as quite a shoek to me to think that there was
anyone in the town who had never even heard
of il. Upon thinking about it the population of
Melksham must have changed considerably
since [ left Spencers in 1966. In common with
so many firms it was “laken over’ and became
‘G.E.C". | started working there in 1938 when
eyeling to work was a pleasure, very little
traffie, tree lined, winding road which, when
travelling on it after dark one could shut one’s
eves upon getting into a bus and, with some
concentration, know every bend until arriving
ot Lacock. During snowy or icy weather roads
wore a bit late in getting gritted and when
going by bus we had to push the bus away
from the curb in order to get it going again
from Lhe Lacock bus stop and jump on it again
quickly hefore it got up speed.

Up until the War broke out the cleanliness
of the river made it a joy for bathing and in the
summer we used often to go to the bathing
place on Lthe left hand side of the river end of
Seotland Road {rom where one could also hire
a rowing boat. Alas the river changed almost
overnight when serious pollution was caused
by the Chippenham sewage works being
unable Lo cope with Lhe ‘invasion” of troops and
evacuees during the War. Fish stocks were
killed and in due course an epidemic of

iomyelitis broke out and river bathing lost
ts popularity.

1 enjoved working at Spencers but when the
Lacock sub-postmaster retired and someone
was needod to take over the task T weighed up
all the advantages of working at home, no
buses to wait for, being in Lacock all the time
and being able to take a greater part in village
life, and handed in my notice. 1 held the post
for nineteen years before 1 decided to retire.

Visitors to the village often azk ‘what on
earth is there to do in Lacock”. There are many
organisations for those willing to take
part:-the church and it's associates, the school
and its various groups, 60 Plus. Women's
Institute. Mothers’ Union, Playgroup, Mums
and Toddlers, Brownies, Guides, Cubs,
Garden and Allolment Association, darts,
ericket, foothall and such. Many events,
especially musical, are held at Lacock Abbey
which was once the home of William Henry
Fox-Talbot who invented Pholography and for
much of whose work there is now a museum.

Lacock’s existence can be traced back to
Saxon times when it consisted of a lew
dwellings on the banks of a small stream and
the name comes from the Saxon ‘Lacuoe’
meaning little stream.



In the thirteenth century the Abbey was
founded as a nunnery, when many workers
came here after the had finished working on
Salisbury Cathedral and there is still someone
living near Lacock who ean trace his ancestry
back to that time, Some local people can trace
there family trees back to the 1Tth Century.
More workmen called for more dwellings and
with the growth of the woollen industry
Lacock grew into a busy town and from the
thirteenth century until the eighteenth
century it prosperred and held a weekly
market and a Lhree-day fair at ‘St
Thomastide” in October and at one time a
population of 1700, With the decline of the
waollen industry Lacock had many poor people
and a workhouse was built in 1833 but in 1861
it was elosed and the poor and destitute were
sent to Chippenham to the building we now
know as 5t, Andrew’s Hospital,

In 1840 Lacock had 41 traders
including:-butchers (one with slaughterhousel,
hakers, grocers, coal merchant, mason,
plumber, glazier, malster, brewer and hop
merchant, plasterer and tiler, boot and shoe
makers, wheelwright, carpenter, chairmaker,
blacksmiths, millers, tailor, saddle and
harness maker, draper, beer retailers, many
farmers and later in the century there were
alse a farrier, hurdle maker, stationer and
fancy goods, gravel merchant, own palice
constable, and public wvaccinator and
undertaker.

The houses in the village are very varied in
design, Lhe oldest 14th eentury and the newest
building, the Village hall, was built in 1890,
Practically all the houses in the village
belonged to the Talbot family of Lacock Abbey
but in 1944, having realised that doing all
the necessary repairs would be an impossible
task for her, the owner, the late Miss Matilda
Talbot, gave the Abbey and the village into
the care of the National Trust. When houses
became empty priority consideration is given
to people with Lacock family connections
before letting them to ‘outsiders’ thus helping
to maintain a village community.

The Village Hall was built by the
‘Oddfellow’s” organisation but about 1969 they
gave the National Trust the opportunity to
buy it and lease it to the Parish Couneil for use
as a Village Hall with the provision that the
Parish Couneil should maintain the interior in
good condition. At that time it was badly in
need of a great deal of work being done to
bring it up te an aceeptable standard and in
order to start fund-raising it was decided to
revive the Village Fair, In 1969 it raised £946
and it has been an annual event ever sinee,
being organised by a Village Fair commiltee,
The hall is one of which can be justly proud
and now includes an extension consisting of a
room & little smaller than the main hall and
good storage space. As well as funds for the

Village Hall the annual fair is also helping local
organisations and charities for they all pay a
small fee for a space for a stall and then keep
their profit for themselves.

Gradually over Lhe past century, with the
growth of the popularity of the motor car and
later the supermarket Lacock has been
reduced to only one groeer with post office and
off licence plus the Natienal Trust Gift shop, a
craft shop, a Goldsmith and Silversmith’s, and
a poltery. In 1964 there was an event which
must have been one of the greatest blessings
which could have been bestowed on Lacock, it
was the year in which the Lacock By-Pass
came into being, before which all north to
south, and viee versa, traffic passed through
the village by way of West Street, The volume
of traffic now using that road has grown
heyond all earlier imagination. Now we have
also a mini by-pass which takes through traffic
from the East away from the village centre,
This short road has been named "Hither Way'
because the field through which it has been
cut used Lo be known as Hither Cow Field.
Lacock is quite a sizeable parish with about
1100 parishioners. The railway halt was closed
many years ago but there is a large
community living nearby and other
communities are to be found at Notton,
Reybridee, Bowden Hill, Wick Lane, and at
Lackham, formerly a privale estate and one of
the five manors of Layecock, bul since the last
war, during which time it was inhabited by
members of the armed forees, it has become a
well known College of Agriculture and
Enterprise.

Layeock residents have had the pleasure of
‘mod-cons’ as from the 1920's, electricity
having been brought in in the mid 20°s and
water, gas and sewage system being installed
during the 1930's. A great change from having
to pump water from a well (lovely, sparkling
clear cold water at all times), and from having
a flickering eandle to light ones way up a dark
garden path to the one, two or even three
seater lavatory, with it's bucket of ashes
instead of a chain. There were two types,
vault which was emptied when though fit and
the bucket variety which was emptied once a
week by a gentleman going round fairly late at
night with an oulsize bucket on wheels. Baths
were usually taken in front of the fire with
water heated in the old ‘copper’ after the
family washing had been done. The copper
having been heated with household rubhish,
wood and Lthe odd bucket of coal which was set
light to an hour or two before the washing
could be started.

Contributed by
Peggy Butler, Chippenham



“JAMES”

Onee upon & time there was a little boy
called ‘James'. He was very sad because he
didn't like school, and each morning when his
mother woke him up he always asked her “Is it

school today mummy?” and she would reply -

“Yes it is, now hurry up or you will be late™.
James slowly got dressed and came down-
stairs looking quite sorry for himself, and his
mother told him to “cheer up™, il you don’t go
to school and learn lots of things vou won't be
a elever boy when you grow up.” “Oh, alright”™
said James, and he set off down the road, on
the way he met lots of bovs and girls hurrying

ast him, James just took his time and at last
ﬂe reached the school as the last bell was
ringing and every was rushing into assembly,
the teachers just looked at him as he took his
place with the others, Everyone was very
quiet as the Head-teacher began to speak,
“Mow children to-days assembly is going to be
different, as the sun is shining so beautifully, 1
have decided to take you all to the sea-side for
the day, what de you think of that?" and all the
children, including James, shouted “Hurray!
Hurray!”.

The children filed smartly inte the yvard in
pairs, and then came a big coach Lo take them
on the j-uuruz. which only took over 1 hour to
gel there, When they arrived the sea looked
s0 lovely, with the blue water and the white
waves just rippling. James could not believe it
was true, as he had never been to the sea-side
before. He had greal fun playing on the sand,
making sand castles with other boys and girls,
the paddling in the water, and they all had a
donkey ride too, Then it was time to eat, the
teachers clapped their hands and the children
came up in turn to get a picnie each, all
prepared by the teacher, they had sandwiches,
erisps, eake and leecream [rom the big van
with the bell on it. Everything was wonderful,
and James was so happy. It was almost time
for the ehildren Lo pack-up and leave the beach
elean, no-one minded deing that at all and the
teachers praised them for their good effort.
They all got into the coach and it wasn't long
before they were on the road home again.
When James arrived home his mother said
“Your a bit late James, you're dinner is almost
cold.” and James just told her of his wonderful
suprise all he wanted Lo do was clezan his teeth
and have a wash and go to bed, but before he
went he looked at his mother and said “T'm so
pleased you made me go to school today and 1
will never want Lo miss even one day again.”
That happy Summer’s Day proved to be a
great change in James' life.

This story has been contributed by an ex-
patient in the hope that it will help other
parents whoe may experience the same
problem with starting school —
Mrs E M Burton,
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Friende of MeWsham
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Contributed by
Alan Weymouth
League of Friends Committee Member

Asked to write a briel article on the history
of the waork of the friends of Melksham
Hospital and Community seemed simple
enough, that was until 1 realised that 1 had
reckoned without the amazing number of
individuals and organisations who over the
lifetime of the Hogpital had contibuted to jts
amenities,

Arming mysell with a potted history, 1 set
ahout trying Lo put into o few paragraphs 31
years work by and for the community,

It soon heeame obvious that so many people
have been involved that there would be a
grave danger of leaving someone or some
organisation oul — so there are no references
to either ... just please aceepl Lhal the Friepds
are extremely grateful Lo everyvone who has
made it possible for them to make the
significant contributions te the amenities atl
the Hospital sver the past 31 years — since all
the individuals and organisations who had
previeusly helped the Hospital get together Lo
formally launch the League of Friends,

A tour of the Hospital site will eonfirm that
arcund virtually every corner you will find an
amenity provided al some stage by the
Friends, be it a plece of eéquipment, or a
structure all has been donated from funding
provided by the community.

The various achivvements, like the buildings
of the Physiotherapy Unil, the Operating
Theatre Refurbishment, and more recently,
the Casualty Unit Update, are all well
documented, and appear to have gained the
respect of people in the health serviee,
patients, and the ecommunity generally — that
is il the response in the street when fund-
raising is anything to go by,

Whal i= probably lesz well known is where
the bulk of the money actually comes from,
and the way decisions are reached about
projects Lo fund.

New ideas are obviously rare — this hook
heing one of the exceptlions — and the Friends
have to rely basically on tried and trusted
fund-raising methods,

Throughout the Friends history the Garden
Party — or Hospital Fete as it is popularly
known = has been the major Tund-raiser, in
1860 for example, the first fete where records
are availahle, £129 13s Tp profit was made,



inflation makes comparison pointless with the
1991 figure being of over £3800, excepl to say
that over the years the Friends have been
extremely grateful to the many individuals
and organisations who come together each
year to make the Fele so suceessful — and
naturally to all the people whao come along and
a0 generously support it.

This might also be an appropriate moment
to record the Friends thanks to the members
of hoth the Hospital's staff, and the various
health authority employees who also make a
major contribution both to the Fete itself, and
to the various fund-raising efforts throughout
the vear. Their efforts do not go unnoticed and
are greatly appreciated.,

The Friends have also been extremely lucky
over the vears in receiving donations from
appreciative patients, and, particularly in
recent years, many bereaved [amilies have
nominated them to benefit [rom donations in
lieu of flowers in memaory of loved ones. This is
particularly poignant as one considers that
even al a time of great stress and sadness
people actually remember and support the
work of the Friends,

Az well as supporting the Fete, many local
organisations make either regular or special
one-off donations or grants, and obviously this
is a very welcome source of income,

Throughout the Friends history,
Membership has always been a difficult and
time consuming exercise. A recent innivative
leaflet drop inviting people to ‘consider
becoming a Member of the Friends.... met
with considerable success, but a glanee
through the Minute Book showed that this
brilliant ‘new" idea had also been successful in
1970. So much for originality!

A big thank you to evervone who has joined
the Friends this time, and also to all the people
who have given so much time to collecting
subscriptions over the years — it is certain
that your efforts have not been wasted.

All decisions about the funding of projects
are made at Quarterly Meetings of the
Committees, who on a three yearly bazis, are
elected at the AGM which is held in January
each year, Obviously the Matron and her staff
have a major input into any proposals as they
are more aware of the needs of the patients,
but the final decisions on funding is down to
the Committee.

In recent years the Friends have added *and
Community” to their title as it was recognised
that there are major health care needs outside
of the main Hospital building which reguire
financial help — a good example of this was
the £5000 donation made to help keep the
Wiltshire Air Ambulanee Service flying when
linancial restraints threatened to ground it.
Applications for financial help ean be made
through the Friends of the Hospital.
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All Members are entitied to attend the
AGM and are able to nominate Members, or
he nominated, for the Committee, The Officers
of the Friends are elected at the AGM
annually, and there are arrangements for ex-
officio Committee Members Lo be elected to
represent the various views of interested
arganisations,

To sum up, and begging to answer the
question “What are the aims of the Friends?",
I was somewhat surprised to find that my
favourite definition was to be found in the
very first set of Objectives and Rules
formulated in 1955 by the Founder Members
of the then League of Friends if the Melksham
Hoapital, They read;

il To mobilise, encourage, foster and
maintain the interest of the public in the
patients and the support of the work of the
Melksham Hospital ...

iii! To provide funds for the purpose ... of
supplementing in such a manner as the
League thinks fit the resources of the hospital
service ..

v} To provide a link between the Melksham
Hospital and the community which it serves.

I think those words sums it all up
beautifully as these aims are as relevant today
a% they were them, and hopefully tend to lay
dead the political point often made when fund-
raising, that funding the needs of the health
service shouldn’t have to rely on charity, as
though this were some modern day
phenomenon,

The Friends of Melksham Hospital and
Community do not fund the Hospital, they
provide amenities for the patients which for
various reasons could not be made available
through the normal funding processes, and
have done so with great distinetion formally
for 31 vears, but effectively throughout the
Hospitals history,

We are doing our best to improve health
care facilities in the area ... WHY NOT JOIN
I8! Contact the Hospital for information,

Thiz Handbeok was prodiced by Heghonal Publieations at
nio eoal Lo the distributors, Production eosts were met in
full by the advertising the book eontaims, Melksham
Hospital dows not make any recommendations as to the
fitness of the advertisers appearing in this hamdbook 10
carry oul thels services advertised and no
recammendation akould have deemed to have been made.
Artwork andier plates eriginated for use in this
pulll'irll'il:lﬁ remain the property of Regional Publications
and must sot bo reprodeced withoul the written
permissinn of the peblishers.

FB = MH =51 11 « 2%



I first started at Melksham Hospital at 12
years old, serving teas to the patients on
Sat/Sun afternoons from 5t John's Ambulance
and [ had to get all my hours signed for by the
Sr on the ward,

From 16-18 years | was a pre-nursing cadet
and lived in, in the Nursing Home. | worked on
the Mens Ward and in Casualty and Theatre
and earned £6.00 per month.

In 1957 1 left Melksham Hospital to
commence my training at the Metropolitan
Hospital, Kingsland Road, London for 3 vears
where 1 became a Staff Nurse. 1 then
emigrated to Australia for £10.00 and after a
few vears returned to Melksham Hospital in
June 1978 as part-time Staff Nurse on the
Female Ward, 1 beeame Sister on the Men's
Ward in October 1978 and continue today.

A linal word from Sr Brown
Senior Sister at Melksham Hospital

CARTOON DRAWN BY
Sr. Brown (Pre-Nursing Student) 1955-56 A MEMBER OF STAFF
— EARLY 1980’s
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In compiling this material it has been my
great privilege to meet so many kind and
sincere people who so willingly contributed
treasured photographs and memories, 1
congider mysell truly honoured to have had
the opportunity to walk down memory lane
with s0 many fascinating people with a wealth
of stories to tell.

Very special thanks to all who have kindly
given their time and taken the trouble Lo sort
through memorabilia which has been
generously donated in the hope that in some
way this would contribute towards the
continued suecess of the hospital for
Melksham Hospital is the peoples hospital and
holds a very special place in the hearts of so0
many people with a community spiril that is
overwhelming,

The material included has been kept where
possible to the style of its original form, to
help presentation, because this book, as
intended, has been a community project.

Final Credits

History of Melksham Hospital contributed by
Mrs B Rosewarne — present Matron and
Chairman of League of Friends.

Collated by Lillian Holland — Secretary to
Matron and member of League of Friends
Committee,
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MRS ROSEWARNE [PRESENT MATRON) “
WAS A PATIENT HERSELF IN IVAN
KEIR WARD, MELKSHAM HOSPITAL




Midwives employed by Nursing Association not Council. Bottom right, sitting down —
Mrs Hill 60 years ald

Lady Kathleen Stanley at Opening with Chairman of the League of Friends
Mr. C. F. Andrews



A picture donated showing events at a lundraising day
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Newspaper Article 1960




MELKSHAM HOSPITAL 1991
This photo donated free by ANTON J. GREOFF, THE SPREE,

CHURCH STREET, MELKSHAM
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MNewspaper Articles 1955 & 1956
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FOREST TAXIS
Prompt, Friendly Service to
Melksham Residents
Mo Smoking, Local & Long Distance,
Might Clubs, Airports etc, Pre-Booking
24 hour service
TELEPHOME: MELKSHAM 705453

1|
FGHEEHACRES REST HOME

HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

RELAXED & HOMELY ATMOSPHERE

CLEVELAND GARDENS, 5T THOMAS ROAD
TROWBRIDGE (0225) 764935
Endquiries to Mrs R B Vine

- .




SHAW HOUSE

* Privately owned Residential Home %

® 24 hr attendance by qualified staff noted for their
friendly, caring service
® Centrally heated throughout

® Maximum security with full fire precautions

® Long or Short stays

@ Personal supervision by owners
For further details please contact Mr. |. Spikes

(0225) 706797

Shaw House, Shaw, Mellkksham, Wilts,

[HIGHFIELD HOUSE |

RESIDENTIAL HOME FOR
ELDERLY LADIES

66 LOWBOURNE, MELKSHAM
704544

Caspa Furniture Ltd
ARE PLEASED TO BE
ASSOCIATED WITH

MELKSHAM HOSPITAL AND
WISH THEM EVERY SUCCESS
IN THE FUTURE

" Melbourne Hnuse )
Nursing Home

GARAGE
* ON THE HILL
CRYPTON'S AUTOMATE
COMES TO TOWN

The Lavest o Computorised Liges Dhagrants Tumng
Pl Prafeimial ©oswriomeiie

tHE MOT CENTRE WHILELWWAIT
MELKSHAM TO2648
Lyiander Aoad, Bowerhill

o " °
THE MELKSHAM \‘
TANDOORI

FINE INDIAN CUISINE |
SEATING UP TO 50 |
Opening Times:

Every Day from 12noon to 2pm |
and Gpm to Midnight

For Lunch or Dinner

Wheelchair Facilities Available

28 Chureh Strect, Melksham
{off Main High Street, opposite T.LC.)

0225 705242

Berryfield ﬂ

Pet & Garden
Supplies f

|3 Fore Street
Trowbridge
Wilts

Tel: Trowbridge
763989
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Evening Primrose Oil

Hundreds of research papers have been written about the
remarkable properties of Evening Primrose Oil and its
use in the treatment of a wide range of conditons from

Rheumatold Arthritis, Disbetes, Eceema and PMT
to
Heart Disease and Vascular problems,

We make no claims but if you are one of the many

CiteoniC

ARE PLEASED
TO BE
ASSOCIATED WITH

MELKSHAM

thousands who benefit from taking Evening Primrose Ol
¥ou will want to take advantage of our special prices. As
specialis suppliers we are abie to offer you 180, full size
S00mg caprules with a guaranteed minimum of 10% of
fatty acids as GLA, plus vitamin E. in one glant pack for
pst £9.65 A umilar pack could cost €25 or more in
many retil outhets. Buy direct and out oul the migidiermen

HOSPITAL
AND WISH THEM

OG- L Sa——. CONTINUED
B B 1 e pociS ol Evesing MRS O SUCCESS FOR
Name THE FUTURE.

Send 19,63 plua £1 310 1owards oot and W bo Marlang Hoalph
FREEPOST (SLASS) Dept PSO02 , M ad, Beerich, SLE DR
Tel GB2E MB74  Make thegues PO pavaths b0 Harlaes Mestil
.
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PRIVATE NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL
HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY

REGISTERED WITH WILTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
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BATH ROAD, MELKSHAM, WILTSHIRE

Yel: Melksham (0225) 707264
m (0225) 709271
I*
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